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Grey Cuckooshrike by Andrew Stainthorpe 

 

Trip report compiled by tour leader Andrew Stainthorpe 
 

This private tour concentrated on the province of KwaZulu-Natal, nestled in the eastern corner of 

South Africa between the Drakensberg Mountains in the west and the warm Indian Ocean in the 

east. We spent some of our time in the “Zululand” sand forests, the coastal scarp forest around St. 

Lucia and Oribi Gorge, and the mid-altitude forests of the Karkloof range, where we were targeting 

certain special species.   
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Pink-throated Twinspot by Hugh 

Chittenden 

Male Narina Trogon by Adam 

Riley 

After meeting at our hotel in the early morning we headed towards Musi Pans in the hope of 

locating some of the required birds for this particular tour. It wasn’t long before we were enjoying 

views of Lesser and Greater Flamingo, African Openbill, Fan-tailed Widowbird, Kittlitz’s Plover, 

Spur-winged Goose, Spectacled Weaver, Black Saw-wing, the attractive African Yellow Warbler, 

Black Crake, Pied Avocet and Squacco Heron, whilst some 

birds remained out of sight. We then moved on to a small 

patch of sand forest near Hluhluwe which proved very 

successful, with sightings of Yellow-breasted and Rudd’s 

Apalis, awesome little Pink-throated Twinspot, Blue-

mantled Crested Flycatcher, a female Four-coloured 

Bushshrike, Bearded Scrub Robin, Olive Bushshrike, 

Southern Boubou, Eastern Nicator, Terrestrial Brownbul, 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Grey Sunbird and the stunning 

Purple-crested Turaco, and all this before lunch! On the 

mammal side we enjoyed distant views of Hippo, Vervet 

Monkey and the aptly-named Red Duiker. 

 

After lunch we moved on to some coastal forest where we found the beautiful Narina Trogon, 

Purple-banded Sunbird and Ashy Flycatcher before heading down 

to St. Lucia. After checking into our guest house we headed out 

into the local forest patch which again produced some good birds, 

with views of Eastern Golden Weaver, Red-capped Robin-Chat, the 

vocal Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Crowned Hornbill, attractive 

White-eared Barbet, Black Cuckooshrike, Sombre Greenbul, the 

stunning Livingstone’s Turaco, Olive and Collard Sunbirds, and the 

smart endemic Woodward’s Batis, before enjoying a good dinner 

and calling it a day. 

 

An early morning walk in the forest at St. Lucia produced Klaas’s 

Cuckoo, African Green Pigeon, Dark-backed Weaver, Golden-

tailed Woodpecker, Black-bellied Starling and further views of 

Collard, Grey and Olive Sunbirds, Livingstone’s Turaco and the 

noisy Trumpeter and Crowned Hornbills, as well as Red Forest 

Squirrel and the lovely Bushbuck before returning for breakfast. 

We then headed on to Umlalazi were we connected with Little Bee-

eater and Palm-nut Vulture, after which we struck out for Dlinza Forest. The forest was dry and we 

managed to get good sightings of White-starred Robin (an unusual visitor to these forests), the 

smart Greater Double Collard Sunbird and the shy Blue Duiker. We then tackled the long drive to 

Oribi Gorge, arriving just before sunset. 

 

A quick walk around the gardens and dam at the hotel produced some excellent birds with a brief 

view of Fan-tailed Grassbird, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Cape Robin-Chat, Amethyst Sunbird, Cape 

Weaver, attractive African Firefinch, Crested Barbet, Black-headed Oriole and the lovely Grey 

Crowned Crane. It was then off to Oribi Gorge where we again managed to connect with some 

awesome birds including Yellow-throated Wood Warbler, Grey Cuckooshrike, Olive Woodpecker, 

the thuggish Grey-headed Bushshrike, Cape Batis, Knysna Turaco, Olive Thrush and the lovely 

Jackal Buzzard. 

 

It was then off to the mid-altitude forests in the Natal Midlands, with a quick stop at a Protea farm 

producing the stunning Malachite Sunbird and then, further on, a small stream delivered Malachite 
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Spotted Ground Thrush by Hugh Chittenden 

Kingfisher and the lovely Drakensberg Prinia; and, a little further on in some grassland, we then 

found some Red-collard Widowbirds, Buff-streaked Chat, a stunning pair of Blue Crane, the smart 

Black-winged Lapwing, and no fewer than six of the endangered Oribi! A quick walk in the garden 

produced a stunning Chorister Robin-Chat, with the promise of more exciting birds to follow. 

 

In the pre-dawn of the next morning we enjoyed 

excellent views of Lemon Dove, both Olive and 

Orange Ground Thrush, Chorister Robin-Chat 

and, as the morning’s light improved, we also 

added Scaly-throated Honeyguide, a pair of 

young Black Sparrowhawk, Mountain Wagtail, 

Red-backed and Bronze Mannikins and the 

attractive African Olive Pigeon, all before 

breakfast. It was then a hit-and-run exercise as 

we targeted Bush Blackcap, Southern Bald Ibis, 

Cape Grassbird, Little Rush Warbler and, 

finally, Spotted Ground Thrush, Lesser 

Honeyguide and a flying African Harrier-Hawk, 

before finishing off at the King Shaka International Airport. 

 

Another wonderful trip was had with some fantastic birds and great company within the truly 

wonderful setting of South Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal!      

 

BIRD LIST (Species 193, including 6 birds heard & not seen) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2014. IOC World Bird List (v 4.2) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press. Notes are provided where Clements differs; 

alternatively Clements names are in parenthesis. 

 
Key: E: regional endemic, NE: regional near-endemic 

 

Ducks & Geese   Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna viduata 

Good numbers of this attractive duck were seen around Musi pan. 

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 
This, the largest goose in Southern Africa was seen well during the trip with good numbers at Musi Pan. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus 

These common geese were recorded throughout the tour. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate 
These attractive ducks were only seen at distance whilst at Musi Pan. 

Red-billed Teal     Anas erythrorhyncha 

These handsome ducks were also seen at distance whilst at Musi Pan. 
 

Guineafowl   Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl     Numida meleagris 

A small flock was seen in some agriculture fields whilst in the Midlands. 

Crested Guineafowl     Guttera pucherani 
En-route to Musi pan we saw a small group of these comical game birds along the roadside. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies   Phasianidae 
Natal Spurfowl (NE)     Pternistis natalensis 
Unfortunately this bird was only heard and not seen. 
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Note: Clements places the above species in the Francolinus genus and uses the common name: Natal Francolin. 
 

Grebes   Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 
A few of these rather common birds were seen on a small farm dam whilst in the Midlands.  

 

Flamingos   Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 
The larger of the two flamingos was seen on Musi pan. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoeniconaias minor 

The more brightly coloured of the two flamingos was also seen on Musi Pan. 

 

Storks   Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

A singleton was seen at distance on Musi Pan. 

African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 
A few of these unusual storks were seen on Musi Pan, where they spend time looking for fresh water 

mussels. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills   Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 
A few birds were seen flying over the Musi Pan wetland and later in the agriculture fields in the midlands. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Sacred Ibis  
Southern Bald Ibis     Geronticus calvus 

First bird was a high flying bird over Benvie, but we did enjoy excellent views later in the agriculture fields 

near Mooi River. 
Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

A common bird seen on a daily bases on the tour. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 
This attractive bird was seen flying over and feeding on Musi Pan. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns   Ardeidae 
Squacco Heron      Ardeola ralloides 

A few birds were seen flying over and resting in the reedbed’s around Musi Pan. 
Western Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 

Small groups of these common Egrets were seen daily during the tour.  
Note: Clements does not accept this split and lumps this with Eastern Cattle Egret as one species: Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

This widespread species was recorded at most of the dams and rivers during the tour. 
Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

This grassland species was seen a few times in the agriculture fields in the Midlands. 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 
We had a single sighting of this bird on our first day at Musi Pan. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

This smaller Egret with its yellow toes was seen fishing at Musi Pan. 

 

Hamerkop   Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 
This bizarre looking species was recorded at a small dam near or hotel at Oribi Gorge and later again in the 

gorge. 

 

Cormorants   Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed Cormorant     Phalacrocorax africanus 
A few birds were seen at various water-bodies during the tour. 
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Note: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Phalacrocorax and uses the common name: Long-tailed Cormorant. 

 

Anhingas and Darters   Anhingidae 
African Darter      Anhinga rufa 
A few birds were seen flying and perched at Musi Pan. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles   Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 
This attractive raptor was seen on a few occasions mostly along the roadside where they often use the 

telephone poles to perch and hunt from. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Black-shouldered Kite. 

African Harrier-Hawk     Polyboroides typus 

A single bird was seen flying away from us in Durban on our last day. 
Palm-nut Vulture     Gypohierax angolensis 

After a bit of searching we final saw this unusual vulture fly over us whilst Umtunzini. 

Long-crested Eagle     Lophaetus occipitalis 

This was one of the common raptors seen during the tour often perched on telephone poles alongside the 
road. 

African Goshawk     Accipiter tachiro 

Not a great sighting of a calling bird disappearing through the forest.  
Black Sparrowhawk     Accipiter melanoleucus 

After a few fly-overs we managed to get a good look at two young birds and then a stunning adult later. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 
A single bird was seen quartering over a marshland in the Midlands. 

Yellow-billed Kite      Milvus aegyptius 

This migrant raptor was seen daily during the tour mainly over the roads where they look for food. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 
A iconic species in Africa and we saw an adult bird whilst in the St. Lucia area 

Common Buzzard     Buteo Buteo 

A singleton was seen perch on a dead tree whilst in the Karkloof area. 
Jackal Buzzard     Buteo rufofuscus 

This attractive bird was seen flying in the Oribi Gorge area. 

 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots   Rallidae 
Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 
These attractive little birds were seen walking along the reedbed’s at Musi Pan. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

A few of these smart birds were also seen in the reedbed’s at Musi Pan. 
Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

This common water bird was seen on small water-bodies around the Midlands area. 

 

Cranes   Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane     Balearica regulorum 
These smart cranes were seen at Oribi Gorge and then later a large flock in the Karkloof area. 

Blue Crane      Grus paradisea 

Two of South Africa’s national birds were seen on some burnt grassland in the Karkloof area. 
 

Thick-knees   Burhinidae 

Water Thick-knee     Burhinus vermiculatus 

A singleton was seen whilst driving around St. Lucia in the late evening. 

 

Stilts & Avocets   Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

We had excellent views of a few birds around the Musi Pan. 
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Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

Distant views of these attractive birds were had whilst at Musi Pan. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings   Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing      Vanellus armatus 

This common and noisy species was recorded at a small am near Oribi Gorge. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Blacksmith Plover. 

Black-winged Lapwing    Vanellus melanopterus 

Excellent views were had of these smart birds in the Karkloof area. 
Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

These common ground birds were seen in some agriculture fields in the Karkloof area. 

African Wattled Lapwing    Vanellus senegallus 
Distant views were had of these smart ground birds in the Karkloof area. 

Kittlitz's Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Good numbers of these attractive little shorebirds were seen whilst at Musi Pan. 

Three-banded Plover     Charadrius tricollaris 
The widespread inland freshwater plover was seen at a small dam near Oribi Gorge. 

 

Jacanas   Jacanidae 

African Jacana      Actophilornis africanus 
The lovely long-toed lily-trotter was seen in good numbers around Musi Pan. 

 

Doves & Pigeons   Columbidae 
Rock Dove       Columba livia 

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns during the tour. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: Rock Pigeon. 

Speckled Pigeon     Columba guinea 
A few birds were seen around Howick and then later again in Durban. 

African Olive Pigeon     Columba arquatrix 

These attractive pigeons were seen in the gardens at Benvie. 
Lemon Dove      Columba larvata 

This attractive bird and sought after bird was seen in the pre-dawn whilst staying at Benvie. 

Red-eyed Dove      Streptopelia semitorquata 
This large widespread and common dove was seen well during the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove     Streptopelia capicola 

This widespread and common species was only seen on the last day of the tour in some agriculture fields 

near Pietermaritzburg. 
Laughing Dove      Streptopelia senegalensis 

Another of the more widespread doves was encountered during most of the tour. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove    Turtur chalcospilos 
This attractive woodland species of dove was recorded during our first day of the tour. 

African Green Pigeon     Treron calva 

A very colourful pigeon, seen sunning themselves whilst in St. Lucia. 
 

Turacos   Musophagidae 
Livingstone Turaco     Tauraco livingstonii 

This beautiful bird was seen whilst staying at St. Lucia. 

Knysna Turaco     Tauraco corythaix 
Another stunning Turaco species, which we enjoyed whilst in Oribi Gorge. 

Purple-crested Turaco     Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Stunning views were had of these colourful birds whilst birding a sand forest patch. 
 

Cuckoos   Cuculidae 

Burchell’s Coucal     Centropus burchellii 
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We had a distant sighting of a bird whilst it moved along a reed-bed at small dam near Oribi. 

Klaas’s Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 

An attractive cuckoo species, we enjoyed excellent views whilst walking around St. Lucia. 
 

Swifts   Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

This delicate, long-tailed swift was recorded at several localities. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 
These large white-bellied swifts were seen flying over some agriculture fields in the Midlands. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

We saw a large flock of these small swifts whilst driving between Oribi and Durban. 
White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 

This longer tailed white rumped swift was seen mostly over the first two days of the tour. 

 

Mousebirds   Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 
This common mousebird was recorded at several localities during the tour. 

Red-faced Mousebird     Urocolius indicus 

Seen at a few localities during the tour and heard more often than seen. 
 

Trogons   Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon      Apaloderma narina 

Brief but good views were had of both male and female bird in the False Bay Reserve. 

 

Kingfishers   Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

A bird was seen perched on a tree whilst walking around Musi Pan. 

Malachite Kingfisher     Alcedo cristatus 
We encountered this little gem of a kingfisher at a small dam near Oribi Gorge. 

  

Bee-eaters   Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 

A few birds were seen flying around the palm forest at Umlalazi. 
 

Hoopoes   Upupidae 
African Hoopoe     Upupa africana 

Unfortunately this bird was only heard and not seen. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops 

 

Woodhoopoes   Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe     Phoeniculus purpureus 

Small groups of these often noisy birds were seen in the forest at False Bay. 

 

Hornbills   Bucerotidae 
Crowned Hornbill      Tockus alboterminatus 
Good numbers of these hornbills were seen around St. Lucia. 

Trumpeter Hornbill     Ceratogymna bucinator 

We were fortunate to have a sighting of these raucous birds whilst in St. Lucia. 
Note: Clements places this species under the genus Ceratogymna 

 

African Barbets   Lybiidae 
White-eared Barbet     Stactolaema leucotis 

The attractive birds were seen well whilst in St. Lucia. 
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Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus 

We were fortunate to see a few of these smart birds whilst in St. Lucia and Oribi Gorge. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus pusillus 
Unfortunately this bird was only heard and not seen.  

Black-collared Barbet     Lybius torquatus 

We had good sightings of theses duetting species during the tour. 
Crested Barbet      Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This brightly patterned barbet was seen well at the Oribi Gorge Hotel. 
 

Honeyguides   Indictoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide     Indictor minor   
This small and drab Honeyguide was seen whilst walking around Pigeon Valley. 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide    Indicator variegatus 

After much searching we finally located this cryptic bird high up in a tree at Benvie. 

   

Woodpeckers   Picidae 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

This good-looking bird was seen well whilst in the St. Lucia area. 

Cardinal Woodpecker     Dendropicos fuscescens 
This very small woodpecker species was seen well in the forest at Pigeon Valley. 

Olive Woodpecker     Dendropicos griseocphalus 

Attracted by its call we managed to locate a pair of these smart woodpeckers whilst in Oribi Gorge. 
 

Wattle-eyes and Batises   Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis      Batis capensis 

These smart little birds were seen well whilst in Oribi Gorge.  

Woodward's Batis     Batis fratrum 
An endemic bird and we enjoyed great views whilst in St. Lucia. 

Chinspot Batis      Batis molitor 

This pretty little bird was seen on numerous occasions during our first day. 
 

Bushshrikes   Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike    Malaconotus olivaceus 

We enjoyed extended views of this thuggish bird whilst in Oribi Gorge. 

Olive Bushshrike     Chlorophoneus olivaceus 
An attractive bird and we enjoyed multiple views of them during the tour. 

Four-colored Bushshrike    Telophorus quadricolor 

An excited pair of these attractive birds was seen in a tree near Satara mobbing a Boomslang, a special 
sighting! 
Note: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Telophorus and uses the common name Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike. 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

A vocal species, which we saw on numerous occasions during the tour. 

Southern Boubou (E)     Laniarius ferrugineus 
Good sightings were had of this endemic near Hluhluwe and in Oribi Gorge. 

 

Cuckooshrikes   Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike     Coracina caesia 

Excellent sightings were had whilst in Oribi Gorge. 
Black Cuckooshrike     Campephaga flava 

Whilst walking at St. Lucia we managed to locate a stunning male bird. 

 

Shrikes   Laniidae 
Southern Fiscal     Lanius collaris 
This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen on a few days during the tour. 
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Orioles   Oriolidae 
Black-headed Oriole     Oriolus larvatus 
A vocal species and we finally managed good looks at an adult bird in the hotel grounds at Oribi. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: African Black-headed Oriole. 

 

Drongos   Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus ludwigii 

Numerous sightings of this smart bird were had during the tour, often indicating a feeding party in the 
forests. 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

This common species was recorded on all days of our tour. 

 

Monarchs   Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher   Trochocercus cyanomeias 

Excellent sightings of both male and female birds were during the tour. 

 

Crows   Corvidae 

Cape Crow      Corvus capensis 
A few of these all black corvids were seen on agriculture fields in the Midlands. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

A common species of crow; seen daily, mainly along the roads. 
White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

A few birds were seen at the higher elevations during the tour. 

 

Nicators   Nicatoridae 
Eastern Nicator     Nicator gularis 
Good views were had of a feeding bird in the sand forests near Hluhluwe. 

 

Larks   Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 
Unfortunately this bird was only heard calling and not seen. 

 

Bulbuls   Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 

A common bird species; which we recorded daily during the tour. 
Note: Clements lumps this bird with Common, Somali and Dodson’s Bulbul as Common Bulbul P. barbatus 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

A species that is more often heard than seen and we had some good sighting during the tour. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris 

Excellent views of this good-looking bird were had in various spots during the tour. 
Terrestrial Brownbul     Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Good views of these leaf-tossing birds were had in St. Lucia and Pigeon Valley. 

 

Swallows & Martins   Hirundinidae 

Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

These all black swallows were seen aerial feeding around Musi Pan and various other sites. 

Brown-throated Martin    Riparia paludicola 

A few of these small birds were seen feeding over a small dam near Oribi Gorge. 
Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 

We saw these small swallows over Musi Pan. 
Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 
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A few birds were seen flying around the cliff faces near Oribi Gorge. 

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

This attractive swallow was seen on a few occasions during the tour. 
     

Crombecs & African Warblers   Macrosphenidea 
Cape Grassbird     Sphenoeacus afer 

On our last day we managed to locate a stunning bird at Cedar Agriculture College. 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies   Phylloscopidae 
Yellow-throated Wood Warbler   Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

Stunning views were had of these attractive little warblers whilst in Oribi Gorge. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies   Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 
Brief views of these reed-skulking birds were had at a small dam near Oribi Gorge. 

African Yellow Warbler    Iduna natalensis 

This stunning little warbler was seen extremely well whilst at Musi Pan and later at a small dam near Oribi 
Gorge. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies   Locustellidae 
Fan-tailed Grassbird     Schoenicola brevirostris 

This board-tailed bird was seen briefly on top of some wet grass before diving down not to be seen again. 
 

Cisticolas & Allies   Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola     Cisticola erythrops 

Unfortunately this little Cisticola was only heard and not seen, whilst at Musi Pan. 
Lazy Cisticola      Cisticola aberrans 

Unfortunately this little Cisticola was only heard and not seen, whilst at Oribi Gorge. 

Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chinianus 

This noisy and conspicuous species was recorded almost daily during the tour. 
Levaillant’s Cisticola     Cisticola tinniens 

This smart dark-back Cisticola was seen well in a marshy area near Oribi Gorge. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia     Prinia subflava 
We had a few sightings of this long-tailed species during our tour. 

Drakensberg Prinia     Prinia hypoxantha 

These little guys were seen well over the Karkloof River en-route to Benvie. 
Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

This smart forest dwelling bird was seen well in the forest near Benvie. 

Rudd’s Apalis      Apalis ruddi 

This attractive endemic bird was seen well in the sand forest near Hluhluwe and St. Lucia. 
Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

Excellent sightings were had of these small good-looking birds during the tour. 
Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 
We had good sightings of this tiny yet very vocal species at a number of sites during the tour. 
Note: Clements lumps the two Camaroptera species as Greenbacked Camaroptera C. brachyura. 

 

Sylviid Babblers   Sylviidae 
Bush Blackcap (E)     Lioptilus nigricapillus 

A sought-after forest endemic to the midlands and we had great views of a male bird in the Karkloof forests. 
 

White-eyes   Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (E)     Zosterops capensis 
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These smart little birds were seen more in the higher evaluation forest such as Dlinza and Karkloof. 

 

African Yellow White-eye    Zosterops senegalensis 
This attractive yellowish White-eye was seen well in the forests around St. Lucia. 

 

Starlings   Sturnidae 

Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

A species that was introduced to Durban in 1900 was common around urban centres. 
Common Starling     Sturnus vulgaris 
Another introduced species that is doing well in South Africa. We saw them around the urban during the tour especially 

Durban. 

Black-bellied Starling     Notopholia corrusca 

A few flocks were seen around the St. Lucia area where they were in search of fruiting trees. 

Cape Starling (NE)     Lamprotornis nitens 

We had daily sightings of these iridescent birds during the tour. 
Note:  That Clements uses the common name: Cape Glossy-Starling.  

Pied Starling (E)      Lamprotornis bicolor 

Good numbers of this endemic were seen in the agriculture fields in the Mooi River area. 
Note: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Spreo and uses the common name: African Pied Starling. 
Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

This large starling was seen in Oribi Gorge and later around Howick. 

 

Thrushes & Allies   Turdidae 

Orange Ground Thrush    Geokichla gurneyi 

Excellent sightings of this mid altitude thrush were had at Benvie gardens. 

Spotted Ground Thrush    Geokichla guttata 
After much searching we finally located this attractive thrush in Pigeon Valley in Durban. 

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus 

We saw this smart bird on our first day near Hluhluwe and later in the False Bay forests. 

Olive Thrush      Turdus olivaceus 
Benvie produced excellent sightings of this dull thrush.  

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae 

Bearded Scrub Robin      Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 
Great views were had of a pair of these birds in the under-growth along a trial in a sand forest near 

Hluhluwe. 

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 

This finer black bird was seen whilst at Oribi Gorge. 
Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 

This good-looking bird was seen in the forest at False Bay as we were exciting the reserve. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 
These lovely little flycatchers were seen in a variety of locations during the tour. 

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 

This smart robin was seen in the gardens of our hotel near Oribi Gorge. 
Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis 

What a stunning little bird!! We managed excellent sightings during the tour, especially around St. Lucia. 

Chorister Robin-Chat     Cossypha dichroa 

A songster of note, and we had stunning views whilst at Benvie Gardens. 
White-starred Robin     Pogonocichla stellate 

A surprising find in Dlinza and we managed two separate sightings. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 
A common bird in South Africa, we had sightings in the sugar cane-fields en-route to Eshowe. 
Note: Clements’s calls this species Stonechat and lumps it with Eurasian and Siberian Stonechats. 

Buff-streaked Chat (E)    Campicoloides bifasciatus 

Another smart looking endemic; and we managed to see them in some upland grassveld near Karkloof.   
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Sunbirds   Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

We had sightings of these tiny jewel-like birds around the forests of St. Lucia. 

Olive Sunbird      Cyanomitra olivacea 
This drab Sunbird of the coastal forest of South Africa was seen well in St. Lucia. 

Grey Sunbird      Cyanomitra veroxii 

A male bird sporting his orange shoulder tuffs was seen in the sand forest near Hluhluwe. 

Amethyst Sunbird     Chalcomitra amethystina 
A female bird was seen in the hotel gardens near Oribi Gorge.  

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

A quick stop at a Protea farm outside of Howick produced a few of these stunning Sunbirds. 
Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybaeus 

Many of these awesome little birds were seen in the gardens at Benvie. 

Greater Double-collard Sunbird   Cinnyris afer 
A single bird was seen in the forest at Dlinza. 

Purple-banded Sunbird    Cinnyris bifasciatus 

This lovely little sunbird was seen whilst in St. Lucia and the sand forest near Hluhluwe. 

White-bellied Sunbird     Cinnyris talatala 
This small iridescent species was seen in the gardens of our hotel near Oribi Gorge. 
Note: Clements uses the common name: White-breasted Sunbird 

 

Old World Sparrows   Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

This introduced species was commonly seen in most urban areas during the tour. 

 

Weavers & Allies   Ploceidae 
Thick-billed Weaver     Amblyospiza albifrons 

This does have a thick-bill for its size and we had sightings of both male and female birds whilst in St. Lucia. 
Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

Good views of both male and female bird were had around Musi Pan and St. Lucia. 

Cape Weaver      Ploceus capensis 

Another weaver with a large bill; and we had good sightings around the Karkloof area. 
Eastern Golden Weaver    Ploceus subaureus 

Excellent sightings were had of these lovely weavers whilst in St. Lucia. 

Lesser Masked Weaver    Ploceus intermedius 
With the start of the breeding season approaching, these birds have already started coming into their breeding 

colours; a few birds were seen at Musi Pan. 

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

As with the above species a partial breeding birds were seen at various sites during the tour. 
Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

This species was already in full breeding plumage and starting to nest, good views were had at various sites 

during the tour.  
Dark-backed Weaver     Ploceus bicolor 

These attractive forest weavers were seen well at St. Lucia, Dlinza and Oribi Gorge. 

Southern Red Bishop     Euplectes orix 
Birds still sporting their non-breeding plumage were seen in the Oribi Gorge area. 

Fan-tailed Widowbird     Euplectes axillaris 

A few small groups of these attractive birds were seen whilst at Musi Pan, unfortunately still in their non-

breeding plumage. 
Red-collared Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

We had a sighting of a flock of these birds in an area of grassland in the Karkloof; once again unfortunately 

these birds were also in their non-breeding plumage. 
Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne 

As with all the above widowbirds, this species was also still in its non-breeding plumage.  
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Waxbills & Allies   Estrildidae 

Pink-throated Twinspot    Hypargos margaritatus 

Absolutely stunning views of these gorgeous little birds were had whilst on a trail in the sand forests near 

Hluhluwe. 
African Firefinch     Lagonosticta rubricate 

Good views of these attractive birds were had whilst on a walk in the area near Oribi Gorge. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

A small flock was seen in some reeds and long grass around Musi Pan and later in the Oribi Gorge area. 
Bronze Mannikin     Lonchura cucullata 

A few birds were seen feeding from a feeder in the gardens of our guest house whilst in St. Lucia. 

Red-backed Mannikin     Lonchura nigriceps 
These stunning little birds were seen well in the Benvie gardens. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits   Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

We had a number of good sightings of these birds at various pans and dams. 
Mountain Wagtail     Motacilla clara 

Good views were had of these very smart birds along a small stream in the Karkloof area. 

Cape Longclaw     Macronyx capensis 
Good views of this attractive bird where had in a burnt patch of grassland in the Karkloof area. 

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

This common species was seen on a few occasions in the grasslands and along the roads during the tour. 
Plain-backed Pipit     Anthus leucophrys 

A few of these pipits with their plain-backs and pinkish lower mandible were recorded along the road near 

Rietvlei. 

 

Finches   Fringillidae 

Forest Canary      Crithagra scotops 

This attractive canary was seen well in the Benvie gardens. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 
This good-looking and common canary was seen on a few days during the tour. 
Note: Clements places the above birds in the genus Serinus. 

Cape Canary (E)     Serinus canicollis 

We had a few brief sightings of these grey-headed canaries whilst drive around the Karkloof area. 

 

  

MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (12 Species Recorded) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 

Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys   Cercopithecidae 
Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops 
A common species, it was seen at a variety of localities during our tour.  

Samango Monkey Cercopithecus 

As we started descending Oribi Gorge we were fortunate to find a group of these handsome monkeys.  

 

Squirrels   Sciuridae 
Red Forest Squirrel Paraxerus palliatus 

We had a brief sighting of an animal disappearing down a tree whilst at St. Lucia. 

 

Mongooses   Herpestidae 
Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 
These larger communal mongoose were seen well whilst staying in St. Lucia. 
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Zebras   Equidae 
Common Zebra Equus quagga 

A couple of these striped horses were seen in a small nature reserve en-route to Umlalazi. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Burchell’s or Plains Zebra. 

 

Hippopotamus   Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 
Distant views of a few animals were had at Musi Pan. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates   Bovidae 
Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 

Another of the spiral horned antelopes; we had numerous sightings mainly in the St. Lucia area. 
Common Reedbuck Redunca arundinum 

A few of these lovely antelope were seen in some of the agriculture fields near Karkloof. 

Oribi Ourebia ourebi 
We were fortunate to six of these endangered antelope in some grassland near Karkloof.  

Blue Duiker Cephalophus monticola 

A couple of these dainty antelope were seen whilst walking around Dlinza Forest. 
Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis 

An apply-named creature that was seen well in St. Lucia and later again in Oribi Gorge and Pigeon Valley. 

Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

A singleton of this small antelope, the most widespread duiker in Africa was seen at our hotel near Oribi 
Gorge. 
Note: Some authorities call this a Grey Duiker. 

 

REPTILE and AMPHIBIAN SPECIES LIST (2 Species Recorded) 
Moreau’s Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 

This common and widespread species was seen at our guest house in St. Lucia. 
Mozambique Spitting Cobra Naja mossambica  

A young snake was encountered whilst walking on a trail in the Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve. 
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